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Insuring Peace Of Mind
Now that you’ve worked long and hard to be able to aﬀord some precious time away from home and
work, you have some decisions to make about how best to spend your free time. Whether your idea of
fun is cruising the open road on your motorcycle or RV, piloting the waterways of North America in your
watercraft of choice, relaxing in your cottage for a weekend, or restoring or showing classic cars, you
also need to give some thought to protecting your family and your assets while on vacation. The right
recreation insurance can give you the peace of mind to fully enjoy yourself, but navigating the various
insurance options can be confusing. Here are some important facts that you need to consider when
purchasing recreation insurance.

“The right recreation insurance
can give you the peace of mind to
fully enjoy yourself, but
navigating the various insurance
options can be confusing”
~ Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance
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1 | Motorcycle Insurance Is Mandatory
Motorcycles provide a kind of freedom you
don’t get behind the wheel of a car. But
when it comes to insurance, they’re not so
diﬀerent. As with car insurance, some types
of coverage are mandatory, but what is
legally required is rarely enough to recoup
your losses if an accident occurs.
Requirements:
~ A minimum of $200,000 of thirdparty liability coverage if you are held
responsible for property damage or bodily
injury caused by using or operating the
motorcycle.
~ Protection from property damage
~ Accident benefits coverage for medical
expenses.

“Motorcycles provide a kind of freedom you
don’t get behind the wheel of a car. But when
it comes to insurance, they’re not so
different”
~Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance

Options:
~ Collision insurance covers damage in an accident and pays for repairs up to its fair-market
value. It does include a deductible.
~ Comprehensive insurance protects your motorcycle from damage caused by perils other
than a collision. These could include: theft, vandalism, civil disturbances or riots, earthquakes,
hail, windstorms, flood, hurricane, or fire. Comprehensive covers your motorcycle up to the fairmarket value after your deductible. If you’re financing or leasing, this type of coverage will
probably be required.
You may be eligible for other discounts and pricing options. Motorcyclists with several years’
experience might qualify for an expert rider discount. Owners who insure several bikes could be
eligible for a multi-bike discount.
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2 | Your Motorcycle Passengers Are Protected
In spite of what many people
think, studies have shown that
most motorcycle drivers are far
more careful than other drivers.
Unfortunately, accidents still
happen to even the most
experienced drivers.

plan, funeral costs, and
disability income to injured
parties, payment following
death of an injured person.

As a conscientious motorcyclist,
you want to know your
passengers are fully protected,
so you should consider family
Accident benefit coverage,
protection coverage. Not all
mandatory in all provinces
provinces or states require the
except Newfoundland, protects same level of mandatory
you, your passenger, and
liability coverage, so family
pedestrians who are injured or protection is essential to ensure
killed in an accident. Coverage that you and your family
varies across the country, but it members are covered if you’re
generally includes: medical
injured in an accident where
expenses not covered by a
the other driver is at fault and

underinsured. It protects you
and your family up to the limits
of your own policy no matter
how low the coverage of the atfault driver.
Motorcyclists are passionate
people with a reputation for
being fun loving, thrill-seekers,
but like everyone else, you also
want to protect your property
and the safety of you and your
loved ones. Knowing your
options, and having the right
kind of insurance can make all
the diﬀerence when you’re
ready to strap on your helmet
and go the distance.

“Accident benefit
coverage protects you,
your passenger, and
pedestrians who are
injured or killed in an
accident.”
~ Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance
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3 | There Are Often Insurance Limitations To
Where You Can Travel By Watercraft

“There are limits to where your coverage
protects you, which you should address
with your insurance provider.”
~Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance

Very little compares to the experience of being on the water and knowing you can go anywhere it will
take you. Unfortunately, there are limits to where your coverage protects you, which you should discuss
with your insurance provider. Your broker will let you know whether or not you will need expanded
coverage to make your dream trip possible.
Canadian watercraft owners have a lot of water to navigate, including the inland waters of Canada and the
U.S. above 40° N. On the west coast, this includes the coastal waters (within 20 miles of shore) of the
Pacific around the Vancouver Islands and mainland British Columbia. Other areas include the Great Lakes
and their tributaries. On the east coast, you’re generally limited to staying within 52° N and 40° N in
Canadian and U.S. coastal waters.
A little planning can make a world of diﬀerence. If you decide you want to travel beyond these limits, you
can obtain expanded navigation limits that give you the ability to go outside the country, but you need to
have them approved by your insurance company in advance.
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4 | Your Watercraft Insurance May Not Cover
Other Drivers
When you’re out in your watercraft, there
are times when you, as captain, can allow
someone else to feel the thrill of guiding your
watercraft. It’s important to know what your
policy allows, so you can be sure you, your
passengers, and other drivers are safe and
protected.

“Whether you’re instructing a family
member, or letting a trusted friend
take over, anyone you give
permission is generally covered.”
~ Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance

Whether you’re instructing a family member, or letting a trusted friend take over, anyone you
give permission is generally covered. There are exceptions to this rule if you’re a marine
professional. Additionally, if your policy has a named operator endorsement, only the
operators listed on the policy can operate it. This kind of endorsement is most common on
high-performance watercrafts.
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5 | Not All Watercraft’s Are Created Equally
When we think of watercraft, the first things that
come to mind are boats—sailboats, sport-fishing
boats, or speedboats—they’re all watercraft. But
what if you get your aquatic thrills in a diﬀerent
way?

the thrill of the waves and still be protected no
matter how you get around.

Because people often only use personal watercraft
in the hottest summer months, you might wonder
why it would need to be insured year-round. The
answer is simple: sometimes accidents happen. A
If you own a personal watercraft device like a jet ski fire or other disaster where you store your personal
or a Sea-doo, you might have heard that, for a
watercraft could put an end to all the great times
variety of reasons, they are hard to insure.
you have enjoyed on the water. Even a minor
Fortunately, the good news is the right insurer will accident while not in use can lead to expensive
be able to find a market for your personal
repairs. If you don’t have active insurance on your
watercraft of choice—even if it’s more than 200
personal watercraft, you’re not protected, and the
horsepower. It’s good to know that you can enjoy cost of those repairs comes out of your pocket.

“Fortunately, the
good news is
the right insurer
will be able to
find a market for
your personal
watercraft of
choice - even if
it’s more than
200
horsepower.”
~ Chad Mullen, Lanes
Insurance
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6 | There Is A Difference Between Auto Insurance
and RV Insurance
Owning your own recreational
vehicle gives you the comforts of
home wherever you travel. You
don’t have to search for a hotel or
find a restaurant for every meal.
You live your life on your terms,
and rest your head on your own
pillow every night.
Having those comforts of home
with you is the reason you need
separate coverage for your RV.
While auto insurance covers a
limited amount of belongings
inside your vehicle, RV policies
have the option of including all
your personal belongings that
might be destroyed. A car policy
would leave other gaps in your
coverage as well. With an RV
policy, you have the option of
total loss replacement of a new
RV within the first five years,
which is excellent protection
against depreciation.
Additionally, if you use your RV as
a home, either short or longterm, there are other options
(campsite liability, full-timer
liability, and emergency
expenses) that provide coverage
similar to homeowner’s
insurance.
You worked hard and saved for
years to be able to aﬀord your RV,
so you can enjoy the freedom of
life on the road for as long as you

“RV policies have the option of including all your
personal belongings that might be destroyed.”
~Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance

The last thing you need is an
expensive policy that keeps
you from being able to leave
your driveway.

can suspend collision coverage
while still being protected from
the dangers of theft, fires, and
storms.)

There are many discounts and
other options that can save
you money on your RV
insurance premium:

Bringing your home with you
on the road provides the
freedom you’ve always
dreamed of without leaving
behind those comforts that
make home such a special
place. The right insurance
coverage will protect your RV
and your belongings, so you
can relax and enjoy the view as
the world goes by your
windshield.

~ Multiple policy or multiple
vehicle discounts
~Safety and anti-theft devices
~Safe driver
~ Good Sam Club membership
~ Paid-in-Full
Storage option (During months
when your RV is in storage, you
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7 | Your RV Insurance Will Not Cover You
While In Mexico
Now that you’ve realized your dream of being able to take your home with you wherever you go,
what are the limits? Will your policy take you as far as you want to go?
Canadian insurance policies will typically take you wherever you want to go within Canada and the
U.S. Unfortunately, the laws of Mexico are diﬀerent, and you will need to get proper coverage
through a Mexican insurance provider. In fact, Mexico won’t honor any insurance policy that was
not issued from a licensed Mexican insurance provider. If you are planning a road trip to Mexico, or
anywhere outside of Canada and the U.S.A., you will need to purchase a special policy. Your
insurance company should be able to help you arrange this.
Don’t let your dream of the open road be hampered by poor planning. It just takes a little foresight
and eﬀort to be sure you’re safe and covered by the right insurance wherever you want to go.

“Unfortunately, the laws of Mexico
are different, and you will need to
get proper coverage through a
Mexican insurance provider.”
~ Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance
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8 | It’s A Good Idea To Have A Separate Insurance
Policy For Your Cottage
Your cottage is your home away from home, and

“Cottage insurance is similar to
homeowners’ insurance, but there are
it’s extremely important that you consider how you key differences related to the fact that
plan to use it before you decide what type of
you’re not in your cottage year round.”
insurance to buy. How often are you going to use
~Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance
it? Can you afford to repair it or rebuild it if
damage occurs? Are you going to rent it out when
you’re not there?
Cottage insurance is similar to homeowners’ insurance, but there are key differences related
to the fact that you’re not in your cottage year round. This puts your cottage at greater risk
for certain perils like theft, structural issues, and other exclusions. And, if you do plan to rent,
you absolutely need a separate policy protecting your cottage and you from liability.
When you go on vacation, you want to be able to relax and enjoy your time away. When you
leave your cottage behind, you need to have the peace of mind provided by a good
insurance policy.
Consider these types of insurance:
~ Comprehensive insurance protects your cottage from all dangers other than those
specifically excluded from the policy.
~ Basic coverage protects your cottage against specific perils listed in the policy. These vary
but usually include: fire, theft and certain kinds of property damage.
~ Broad policies are a combination of comprehensive and basic policies. This usually means
comprehensive for the structure of your cottage and basic coverage for the contents.
Cottages can be seen as higher risk because they’re more prone to theft, and can be harder
to protect from fire. Because of this, most vacation properties are insured under a basic
policy, but it’s up to you and your insurance agent to find the policy right for your needs.
Whether it’s a quiet home on a lake or a cabin in the woods, the key to finding the right
coverage for your cottage is thinking about how often you’re going to be there and how you
will use it. Protect your investment in your cottage by taking the time to insure it properly.
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9 | Classic Cars Require A Special Type of
Auto Insurance
A classic car isn’t just another way to get
around; it has sentimental value beyond its cost.
Maybe it’s just like a car your grandfather owned,
or it’s the one you dreamed of when you were
younger. Regardless of the reason, if you’re
thinking about purchasing a classic car, you
should always look into insurance before you
buy.

your day oﬀ is your idea of relaxation, then you
need to make sure you’re covered. If your car is
only for shows or parades, then you would select
the type of coverage that limits you to driving in
a public event.

Your collector car reflects who you are. Hours of
love and care and hard work went into its
selection and restoration, so it’s worth taking
some time to be make sure it’s properly
Insuring a classic car is significantly diﬀerent than protected.
a regular vehicle. Classic and collectible cars, not
used for regular transportation, are divided into
You’ve finally made it, and now it’s time to sit
several categories. Those that are 20 or more
back and enjoy life. Whether you’re into classic
years old are classified as antique or classic. Cars cars or cottages, RVs or jet skis, the options can
that are 15-19 years old are called special
be overwhelming when you’re shopping for
interest. If your car is modified, a street rod, or a
recreation insurance. Your dream is to be out
custom vehicle, you’ll need coverage for hobby
there having fun; not spending hours comparing
vehicles. Another diﬀerence is in the way an
pricing and coverage plans. Fortunately, you
insurance company determines the value of your don’t have to be an expert to make an informed
car. The value of a regular vehicle depreciates.
choice when it comes to insuring your
Your classic car doesn’t. It is covered for its value recreational property. It’s absolutely essential to
(sometimes without needing an appraisal), and
shop around and pick an insurance provider with
there’s often no deductible.
the right mix of experience and expertise, so you
can relax into the freedom of hitting the open
It’s important to know how you want to use your road (or water) and know you, your family, and
car when you’re insuring it. If hitting the road on

“Insuring a classic car is
significantly different than a
regular vehicle. Classic and
collectible cars, not used for
regular transportation, are divided
into several categories.”
~ Chad Mullen, Lanes Insurance
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